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Geographic Area and County History

Shelby County was named for Governor Isaac Shelby
(1750-1826) of Kentucky. The county is located in the
southwestern area of the state (FamilySearch Wiki)

CRITTEN-

FAYETTE  The Tennessee General Assembly established Shelby

County on November 24, 1819, just a little over a year
after the “Jackson Purchase” and Chickasaw treaty
freed West Tennessee from Indian claims. The county
is named after one of the successful treaty
commissioners, Isaac Shelby, a Revolutionary War

Originel map copyright 2005 digitel-topo-meps.com veteran and former governor of Kentucky. Although

sparsely populated at the time, Shelby County began

its existence as Tennessee’s largest (784 square miles) in area and is now also the
largest county in population (over 860,000 people).

MARSHALL

From the beginning, Shelby County enjoyed a geographical advantage as a travel and
trade center. The Chickasaws had already established trails from the fourth Chickasaw
Bluff (future Memphis) to future northwest Alabama and northeast Mississippi (now U.S.
Highways 72 and 78 respectively) in order to gain access to early Mississippi River trade.
Originally these trails followed ridge lines between river basins in order to facilitate all-
weather travel. Later they would become the basic routes for early railroads, which
would make Shelby County and its principal city, Memphis, the economic center of the
region.

The first meeting of the Shelby County Quarterly Court was held on May 1, 1820, and
authorized $125 for the construction of a log courthouse and jail along with a property tax
of $6.25 per 100 acres of land. It also authorized the conduct of a county survey which
officially reported three years later that the county contained only 625 acres, because of a
state boundary error by James Winchester which had sliced a strip four miles wide and
approximately thirty miles long off the bottom of Shelby County and recorded it as being
in Mississippi. The error was not discovered until 1835, but is commemorated today by
Winchester Road, which follows his state boundary survey line. Shelby County property in
this strip is still neatly delineated by the Mississippi survey system of section and quarter
sections while the northern 80% of the county uses the older Tennessee survey system of
“metes and bounds.”

In 1826 Memphis was incorporated as a town, but almost two years earlier, the county
seat had been relocated to the village of Raleigh at Sanderlin’s Bluff on the Wolf River,
squarely in the center of the county. There it remained until after the Civil War, when in
1868 the clamor of lawyers and litigants brought it back to Memphis. Other early
settlements include Big Creek (south of present Millington), which apparently was home
to several families even before the Chickasaw treaty, and the log cabin which would
expand into Davies Manor at Brunswick dates from 1807. Obviously, these early settlers


https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Shelby_County,_Tennessee_Genealogy
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had made their own arrangements with the Indians. Near Big Creek, further south
towards Memphis, was the Egypt settlement, part of the exotic Egyptian-naming era
which swept southern Illinois and West Tennessee from around 1818 to 1820.

Other areas of Shelby County were also receiving attention. In 1825 an idealistic young
Scotswoman named Frances Wright acquired 2,000 acres of wilderness property about
four miles upstream of Raleigh on the Wolf River. There in early 1826 she and her younger
sister, Camilla, began a noble experiment. They established a plantation named Nashoba
upon which black slaves could work and earn sufficient credit to purchase their freedom.
The surplus funds would be used to buy more slaves and repeat the cycle. However,
there were no profits, and in 1829 Wright ended the project but kept the property,
eventually leaving it to a niece who only parted with the last remaining acreage in 1900.
Today it comprises the southeast quadrant of the Shelby County Penal farm (Shelby
Farms) and the western subdivision of Germantown located north of the Norfolk-
Southern Railroad (earlier the Memphis and Charleston Railroad). Germantown now has
a population of nearly 32,000.

During the nineteenth century, lasting towns were also established at Bartlett (currently
Shelby County’s second most populated, with more than 40,543 people); Collierville
(31,877) grew 120 percent between 1990 and 2000; Millington (10,443); and Arlington
(2,568), which had a rate of 66.7 percent growth over the last ten years. Several
twentieth-century incorporations have been attempted, but only one, Lakeland, has
survived. Census officials place Memphis's population at 650,100 in 2000.

The county government continued to be based upon the accepted statewide quarterly
court pattern until the Civil War. During the years 1862-64 it neither met nor functioned.
During Reconstruction it ran afoul of Governor William G. Brownlow, who used the
coercive Metropolitan Police Act to abolish it and replace it with a five-member
commission appointed by himself. When the state constitution was rewritten in 1870, a
section of it was aimed directly at preventing a repeat of this practice by providing that
county officials must either be elected by the people or the Quarterly Court.

However, by 1910 the Shelby County Quarterly Court with its unwieldy fifty members had
grown too large and too democratic. Legendary political boss E. H. Crump superimposed
control through a 1911 legislative act creating a three-member executive commission
which could override the court on all items except the constitutionally protected power to
set property taxes. Only after Crump’s death in 1954 did this arrangement become
unworkable.

Not until 1975 were governance problems solved when the people voted to ratify the
Shelby County Restructure Act, creating a single executive with the title of mayor and a
single eleven-member legislative body (now called the County Commission). (Tennessee
Encyclopedia)



https://tennesseeencyclopedia.net/entries/shelby-county/
https://tennesseeencyclopedia.net/entries/shelby-county/
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Greater Memphis Chamber of Commerce

Record Loss - Shelby County (Family Search)

There is no known history of courthouse disasters in this county.

FamilySearch Shelby County Catalog

FamilySearch Digital Books - Use Search Term: Shelby County Tennessee

TnGenWeb Project - Shelby County

Record Location Table

Contact - Taneya Koonce

Record Type Location Record Notes
Birth County Clerk Office County Registrations began 1881
Tennessee Vital Keeps for 100 years then they are
Records Office sent to TSLA
Shelby County Health | Birth Certificate Application
Department - Office
of Vital Records
Marriages County Clerk Office County Registrations began 1820
Tennessee Vital Keeps for 50 years then they are
Records Office sent to TSLA
TNGenWeb (Shelby Reg) | 1780-2002 TN Marriage Index
1820-1977 Marriage Records
1920-1989 Marriage Index
Divorce Chancery Court Clerk | Shelby County Divorces
Tennessee Vital TSLA
Records Office
TNGenWeb Chancery Court Divorce Index
1945-1997
Deaths County Clerk Office County Registrations began 1848
Tennessee Vital Keeps for 50 years then they are
Records Office sent to TSLA



https://memphischamber.com/board/
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/results?count=20&placeId=2183&query=%2Bplace%3A%22United%20States%2C%20Tennessee%2C%20Shelby%22
https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/records/item/828711-general-highway-map-tipton-county-tennessee-1964?offset=203009
https://tngenweb.org/shelby/
mailto:taneya@gmail.com
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/guides/vital-records-at-the-library-and-archives
http://www.shelbytnhealth.com/DocumentCenter/View/601/Birth-Certificate-Application---English
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/guides/vital-records-at-the-library-and-archives
http://register.shelby.tn.us/
https://register.shelby.tn.us/index.php?go=marriageRecords&title=Marriage%20Records%201820-1977
https://register.shelby.tn.us/index.php?go=marriageIndex&Marriage%20Indexes/Images%201920-1989
https://www.shelbycountytn.gov/3291/Divorce-Copies
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/guides/vital-records-at-the-library-and-archives
https://register.shelby.tn.us/index.php?go=chancerydivorceRecords&title=Chancery%20Court%20Divorce%20Index%201945-1997
https://register.shelby.tn.us/index.php?go=chancerydivorceRecords&title=Chancery%20Court%20Divorce%20Index%201945-1997
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/vital-records/genealogy-research.html
https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/guides/vital-records-at-the-library-and-archives
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Deaths (cont.)

TSLA

1908-1912

1914-1933

Shelby County Health
Department - Office
of Vital Records

Death Certificate Application

TSLA

Shelby County Death Records
1848-1966

Land Deeds

County Registrations began 1821

County Register

County Register of Deeds

List of Microfilmed
Shelby County Records

TSLA-PDF

Download PDF

Pension Applications

Tennessee State
Archives & Library

County Index to Tennessee
Confederate Pension Applications

Probate Records

Chancery Court

County Registrations began 1824

Tennessee Enumeration
of Male Voters

Ancestry.com ($)

Tennessee Enumeration of Male
Voters

World War | Veterans

Tennessee State
Archives & Library

Research Collection

County Repositories

Memphis Public Library - Genealogy

Shelby County Tennessee History & Genealogy

Germantown Regional History and Genealogy Center

Afro-American Historical and Genealogy Society

Memphis and the Mid-South Chapter



https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/death-records-database-name/tennessee-death-records-1908-1912?f%5B0%5D=field_county%3A98
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/death-records-database-name/tennessee-death-records-1914-1933?f%5B0%5D=field_county%3A98
https://www.shelbytnhealth.com/DocumentCenter/View/600/Death-Certificate-Application
https://search.register.shelby.tn.us/index.php
https://search.register.shelby.tn.us/index.php
http://sostngovbuckets.s3.amazonaws.com/tsla/preservation/countymicro/shel.pdf
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/database-military-records/tennessee-confederate-pension-applications?f%5B0%5D=field_county_of_residence%3A65
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/database-military-records/tennessee-confederate-pension-applications?f%5B0%5D=field_county_of_residence%3A65
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2884/
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2884/
https://www.memphislibrary.org/learn/history/genealogy/
https://www.memphislibrary.org/learn/history/genealogy/
https://sites.rootsweb.com/~tnshelb2/
https://www.germantown-tn.gov/play/germantown-regional-history-and-genealogy-center
https://www.aahgs.org/
http://www.aahgsmemphis.org/
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Current Area Information

Greater Memphis Chamber of Commerce
Shelby County Government
County Clerk (Marriage License)
Probate Court
Register of Deeds
Shelby County Archives

Resources
General

Tennessee County Database (TNGS) - Shelby County

Shelby County Wiki (Family Search)

Genealogy Trails - Shelby County

Linkpendium - Shelby County

Shelby County Historical Commission

Tennessee State Library & Archives - Shelby County Facts Sheet
TLSA Name Index - Shelby County (Acts of Tennessee 1796-1850)
TNGenWeb - Shelby County

USGenWeb Archives - Shelby County Tennessee

West Tennessee Heritage Study Center (Paul Meek Library)
Tennessee Law, The Early Days

Special Collections

Christian Brothers College - Plough Library

LeMoyne-Owen College - Special Collections

Memphis Public Library - Memphis Room

Rhodes College - Barrett Library

Shelby County Archives - Register of Deeds

Slave Haven Underground Museum

University of Memphis Ned McWherter Library - Special Collections
West Tennessee Historical Society



https://memphischamber.com/board/
https://shelbycountytn.gov/
https://shelbycountytn.gov/74/County-Clerk
https://shelbycountytn.gov/227/Probate-Court
https://register.shelby.tn.us/?page_id=2968
https://register.shelby.tn.us/archives
https://tngs.org/resources/Site/Custom_HTML_Files/TCD/County/Shelby.html
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Shelby_County,_Tennessee_Genealogy
http://genealogytrails.com/tenn/shelby/index.html
https://linkpendium.com/shelby-tn-genealogy/
https://linkpendium.com/shelby-tn-genealogy/
https://shelbycountytn.gov/135/Historical-Commission
https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/pages/genealogical-fact-sheets-about-shelby-county
https://tslaindexes.tn.gov/database-tn-research/acts-tennessee-1796-1850?search_api_views_fulltext=&search_api_views_fulltext_1=&search_api_views_fulltext_2=Shelby
https://tngenweb.org/shelby/records-data/
http://usgwarchives.net/tn/shelby/shelby.html
http://www.utm.edu/departments/special_collections/
https://www.tngenweb.org/law/
https://libguides.cbu.edu/history/tennessee
https://www.loc.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Special-Collections-List.pdf
https://www.memphislibrary.org/learn/history/memphis-and-shelby-county-room/special-collections/
https://sites.rhodes.edu/barret/archives-and-special-collections-0
https://register.shelby.tn.us/archives
https://slavehavenmuseum.org/
https://www.memphis.edu/libraries/special-collections/
https://www.memphis.edu/libraries/special-collections/
https://wths-tn.org/resources-links/
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Newspapers
Tennessee State Archives & Library

Check Online Catalog for Shelby County Newspaper Details & Dates Held.
We do not necessarily hold all published issues of the newspapers.

Newspaper.com
Daily Union Appeal 1862-1862
Daily Union Appeal 1862-1862
Memphis Avalanche 1885-1890
Memphis Bulletin 1863-1865
Memphis Daily Appeal 1857-1889
Memphis Daily Argus 1860-1864
Memphis Daily Commercial 1890-1891
Memphis Daily Post 1866-1868
Memphis Evening Ledger 1857-1858
Memphis Evening Post 1868-1869
Memphis Morning Post 1866-1866
Memphis Post 1866-1866
Memphis Weekly Bulletin 1857-1861
Memphis Weekly Commercial 1890-1893
Public Ledger 1866-1893
Tennessee Baptist 1867-1887
The Appeal-Avalanche 1890-1890
The Baptist 1887-1889
The Commercial Appeal (Publisher Extra) 1961-1971
The Commercial Appeal (Publisher Extra) 1894-2023
The Daily Memphis Avalanche 1866-1885
The Daily Memphis Whig 1853-1856
The Germantown Star (Publisher Extra) 1968-1973
The Memphis Appeal-Avalanche 1890-1892
The Memphis Argus 1865-1865
The Memphis Commercial 1891-1894
The Memphis Daily Argus 1866-1866
The Memphis Daily Avalanche 1858-1862
The Memphis Daily Commercial 1865-1866
The Memphis Daily Eagle 1847-1849
The Memphis Evening Herald 1877-1879
The Memphis Press-Scimitar (Publisher Extra) 1877-1879
The Memphis Weekly Avalanche 1859-1890
The News Scimitar 1910-1920
The Tri-Weekly Memphis Enquirer 1845-1846
The Weekly Memphis Eagle 1848-1849
Weekly Appeal-Avalanche 1890-1892
Weekly Public Ledger 1881-1890


https://tnsla.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/tnslapublic/search/results?qu=Sneedville+%28Tenn.%29&qu=--&qu=Newspapers.&te=
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Maps

Germantown News Publisher Extra (1974-2016)
The Shelby Sun Times (1994-2008)

Genealogybank.com
Baptist 1876-1876
Commercial Appeal 1894-2018
Daily union appeal 1862-1862
L. Ketchum and Co.'s Cotton Report 1860-1860
Memphis Bulletin Price Current 1859-1859
Memphis daily appeal 1858-1859
Memphis Daily Avalanche 1852-1858
Memphis Daily Eagle and Enquirer 1852-1858
Memphis Evening Post 1868-1869
Memphis Price Current 1866-1866
Memphis Price Current and Merchants' Exchange Reporter 1860-1861
Memphis Price-Current and Commercial Letter-sheet 1853-1854
Memphis Triangle 1928-1929
Memphis union appeal 1862-1862
Merchants' Exchange Prices Current 1867-1867
News scimitar 1918-1920
Passmore and Co.'s Memphis Real Estate Bulletin and Commercial
Circular 1865-1865

Chronicling America

226 Newspapers - Date Range 1846-1998

TDOT Map of Shelby County

Plan of Memphis (1819) TEVA

City of Memphis (1858) TEVA

City of Memphis (1872) - TEVA

Shelby County - 1888 - LOC

Shelby County (LOC Maps)

Shelby County Soil Map (1916) TEVA

Railroads in Memphis (1929) TEVA

Sanborn Fire Insurance Map from Memphis, Shelby Co., Tennessee (1-67)
Shelby County (1832)

Shelby County, Tenn. rural delivery routes (1920-30) TEVA
Map of the city of Memphis & vicinity (1925)

Shelby County Commission Map (1927)

Shelby County General Highway May (1964)

TnGenWeb Project - Maps Our Ancestors Followed



https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/tdot/maps/county-maps-(us-shields)/o-w/Shelby%20County.pdf
https://teva.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll23/id/0/rec/1
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g3964m.la002025
https://teva.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll23/id/9440
http://www.mygenealogyhound.com/maps/tennessee-maps/tn-shelby-county-tennessee-1888-map.html
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g3963s.la000879
https://teva.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll23/id/14
https://teva.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll23/id/929rec/410
https://teva.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll23/id/929rec/410
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3964mm.g3964mm_g083481888/?sp=1&st=image
https://teva.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll23/id/10300/
https://teva.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll23/id/8885/
https://dlynx.rhodes.edu/jspui/bitstream/10267/31153/1/1927%20Shelby%20County%20Commission%20Map
https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/viewer/828709/?offset=&return=1#page=1&viewer=picture&o=info&n=0&q=
https://www.tngenweb.org/maps/
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Cemeteries

Shelby County Cemeteries - Find-a Grave
Shelby County Cemeteries - USGenWeb
Shelby County Cemeteries - Genealogy Trails

Shelby County Cemeteries - TNGenWeb (Cemetery Map)

Selected Published County Histories

Tennessee State Archives & Library

Along the Old Stage-coach Road: Morning Sun and Brunswick, Shelby County,
Tennessee

Davies-Rodgers, 1990

Biography of a River Town; Memphis: Its Heroic Age

Capers, 1939

Brief History of Memphis

Dowdy, 201

Builders of the Pyramid; The Story of Shelby County: Its Resources and
Developments

Williams, 1897

Cordova

Sawyer & Hooker, 2013

Early Memphis and its River Rivals

Williams, 1968

Elmwood Cemetery

McCollum, 2016

Founding of Memphis, 1818-1820 Roper, 1970
Germantown [Images of Americal Hall, 2003
Goodspeed's History of Hamilton, Knox, and Shelby Counties of Tennessee Goodspeed, 1974
Hidden History of Memphis Dowdy, 2010

Historic Shelby County: An Illustrated History

Harkins, 2008

History of the City of Memphis and Shelby County, Tennessee, with Illustrations
and Biographical Sketches of Some of its Prominent Citizens [2 vols.]

Keating & Vedder, 1888

History of the City of Memphis, Being a Compilation of the Most Important
Documents and Historical Events ... Also, the "0Old Times papers"

Davis, 1972

Illustrated History of the People and Towns of Northeast Shelby County and
South Central Tipton County: Salem, Portersville, Idaville, Kerrville,
Armourtown, Bethel, Tipton, Mudville, Macedonia, Gratitude, Barretville, and
Rosemark, Tennessee

McCalla, 2010

Last Segregated Hour: The Memphis kneel-ins and the Campaign for Southern
Church Desegregation

Haynes, 2012

Memphis, 1800-1900 [3 vols.]

Ornelas-Struve, 1982

Memphis a Pictorial History

Plunkett, 1976

Memphis and the Super Flood of 1937: High Water Blues

0'Daniel, 2010

Memphis Down in Dixie

Mcllwaine, 1948

Memphis in Black and White

Bond and Sherman,
2003

Memphis Memoirs

Coppock, 1980

Metropolis of the American Nile: Memphis and Shelby County

Harkins, 1991

Millington [Images of America]

Hall, 2012

Reversal of Fortune: Germantown, Tennessee, During the Civil War Era

Browder, 2015

Settlers of Shelby County, Tennessee and Adjoining Counties

Cargill & Connelly, 1989

Shelby County [Images of America]

Dye, 2005

Standard History of Memphis, Tennessee: From a Study of the Original Sources

Young, 1974



https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/search?cemetery-name=&cemetery-loc=Shelby+County%2C+Tennessee%2C+USA+%28Shelby+County%2CTN%2CUSA%29&only-with-cemeteries=cemOnly&locationId=county_2503
http://www.usgwarchives.net/tn/shelby/cemetery.html
http://genealogytrails.com/tenn/shelby/cemetery.html
https://www.tngenweb.org/cemeteries/index.html#mp=shelby
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Tracks to the Past: A Pictorial History of Millington, North Shelby County, and
South Tipton County

When the Levee Breaks: Memphis and the Mississippi Valley Flood of 1927
175 Moments: An Extraordinary Glimpse of 175 Years of Life in Memphis From
the Staff of The Commercial Appeal

The Millington Star, 1997

O'Daniel, 2013

The Commercial Appeal,
2016

Published Local Records

Tennessee State Archives & Library

1837 Shelby County, Tennessee Tax List

Douthat, 2002

1880 Census, Shelby Co. Tennessee

Sistler, 2003

Compilation of Acts of the General Assembly of the State of Tennessee Relating to
Shelby County

1960

Court Minutes, [vol. 3 1830-1833 (in 2 pts.); vol. 4 1833-1843 (in 3 pts.); vol. 5 1843-1848
(in 3 pts.); vol. 6 1848-1851 (in 3 pts.)

(WPA, 1941-1942

Funeral Home Records, Memphis, Tennessee, 1866-1915 [9 vols.]

Memphis and Shelby
County Public Library
and Information
Center, 1994

Gravestone Inscriptions from Shelby County, Tennessee Cemeteries [3 vols.]

Elam & Inabinet, 1971-
1974

Index to Shelby County Marriages, 1820-1865 [vols. 1 & 2 groom; vols. 3 & 4 bride; vols.
5 & 6 groomsman]

Flanary, 1999

Index to Shelby County Marriages, 1820-1865: Alternate Spellings for Grooms, Brides
and Bondsmen, with a Listing of Officiants

Flanary, 1999

Index to Shelby County Wills, 1820-1900 (

Cannon, 2000

Inscriptions From Tombstones, Winchester Cemetery [bound with vol. 4 of Will Books
(1830-1867)

WPA, 1937

List of Deaths in the City of Memphis, May 1848 - Dec. 1859

WPA, 1936

Marriage Records, 1820-1863 [vol. 11820-1858; vol. 2 1858-1863]

WPA, 1936-1937

Marriages of Shelby County, Tennessee, 1820-1858 (

Whitley, 1982

Memphis Birth Records, 1874-1883: with Some Shelby County Birth Records, 1881-
1882

Flanary, 1999

Memphis/Shelby County Birth Records, 1886-1904: with Some Memphis/Shelby County
Birth Records, 1860-1885

Blaylock, 2000

Miscellaneous Death Records, Shelby County, 1881-1882 [and] 1902-1914: With Some
Bodies Shipped in 1942-1944 [vol. 1 A-Durke; vol. 2 Dunn-Lurdy; vol. 3 Lurenzi-Z]

Cannon, 1999

Miscellaneous Death Records, Shelby County, 1902-1914, With Some Bodies Shipped
1941-1944 [vol. 1 A-C; vol. 2 D-H; vol. 3 I-M; vol. 4 Mo-Si; vol. 5 Sk-Z]

Cannon, 1999

Occupant Entry, Book B, Volume 1 [Shelby Co., Tenn.]

West, 1985

Polk's Memphis (Shelby County, Tenn.)

City Directory (2010 -
2020)

Polk's Memphis (Tennessee)

City Directory (1928-
1932)

R. L. Polk & Co.'s Memphis City Directory (1897, 1901, 1910-1911, 1913, 1914-1919, 1922-
1927)

Shelby Co., Tennessee: Enumeration of Male Inhabitants of Twenty-one Years of Age
and Upward, Citizens of Tennessee, January 1, 1891

Reed, 1989
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Shelby County Death Records: Bodies Shipped Into, Out of, and Through Memphis and
Bodies Disinterred, 1883-1902

Memphis/Shelby
County Public Library
and Information
Center, 1998

Shelby County Marriage Records, Book XX, 1870-1886

Cannon, 1999

Shelby County Probate Records [vol. 11861-1869; vol. 2 1870-1879; vol. 3 1880-1900]

Memphis and Shelby
County Archives, 1995

Shelby County, Tennessee, Alphabetical Index to Probate Papers, 1820-1860

Memphis and Shelby
County Archives, 1993

Shelby County, Tennessee, Chancery Court Minutes, Book no. 1, 1846-1851[2 vols.]

WPA, 1938

Shelby County, Tennessee, Marriage Records, 1819-1850

Shelby County, Tennessee, Court Minutes, Book 1, 1820-24 WPA, 1941
Shelby County, Tennessee, Court Minutes vol. 1,1820-1824 WPA, 1936
Shelby County, Tennessee, General Index, Records, Deeds, 1821-[1841] WPA, 1940
Shelby County, Tennessee, Marriage Bonds & Licenses, 1850-1865 Davis, 1983
Shelby County Tennessee Marriage Book No. 3 [1864-1865] WPA, 1937
Memphis

Genealogical Society,
1957

Shelby County, Tennessee, Minute Book no.1, 1850-59

WPA, 1938

Shelby County, Tennessee, Minutes of Old Circuit Court, no. 2, 1828-36

WPA, 1937

Shelby County, Tennessee Newspaper Abstracts Through 1859

Rowland, 2002

Shelby County, Tennessee, Population Schedules of the United States Census of 1820

Presley, 1970

Shelby County, Tennessee, Probate Court Minute Book no. 2, 1824-29

WPA, 1937

Shelby County, Tennessee, Will Records, C-1, 1830-47

WPA, 1941

Shelby County, Tennessee WPA Records [family papers, family bible records, hospital
register 1861-1862; etc.]

Douthat, 1993

Tennessee, Shelby County, Tombstone Inscriptions, Memphis Memorial Markers WPA, 1940
Tombstone Inscriptions in Bartlett-Ellendale Cemetery, Shelby County, Tennessee Smith, 2001
Tombstone Inscriptions in Older Black Cemeteries, et cetera, in the Bartlett,

Tennessee, area Smith, 2001

Will Books [1830-1867] [vol. 1 Jan. 1830-May 1847, vol. 2 June 1847-July 1855; vol. 3
1855-1862; vol. 4 1864-1867

WPA, 1936-1937

Selected Manuscripts Material

Tennessee State Archives & Library

Chesapeake, Ohio, and Southwestern Railroad Company vs. Ida B. Wells,
1885

Mfilm Manuscript #1425, 1 reel

Clarisse Rogan Journal, 1852-1859

Mfilm Manuscript #141, 1 reel

First Congregational Church Records. Memphis, 1909

Mfilm Manuscript #645, 1 reel

Francis McGavock Papers, 1784-1854

Mfilm Manuscript #742, 1 reel
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S C Toof & Co, 1960

The Anita White Cemetery Index

O'Daniel, Patrick W.
©2006

The Arthur L. Webb Collection [index]

Peterson, Lauren,
2010

The Betty Duke papers

Yanchison, Dan, 2004

The Blain family of Albemarle County Virginia and
Tennessee

Hooker, Ruth Kelms,
1948

The Chesapeake, Ohio and Southwestern Railroad
Company vs. Ida B. Wells

Circuit Court of
Shelby County

The family history and genealogy of the William Little
family, 1790-2007

Little, Paul, 2008

The Germantown, TN historic tour: May 18-19, 2013

Robert E Lee Camp
1640 SCV, 2013

The great book: Calvary Protestant Episcopal Church,
1832-1972

Davies-Rodgers,
Ellen, c1973

The great book: Calvary Protestant Episcopal Church,
1832-1972, Memphis, Shelby County, Tennessee

Davies-Rodgers,
Ellen, ©1973

The great book: Calvary Protestant Episcopal Church,
1832-1972, Memphis, Shelby County, Tennessee.

Davies-Rodgers,
Ellen, BX5980 .M4
C343

The Harry and Becky Cloyes Collection of Germantown
History

Germantown, TN

The history of Germantown (Tennessee): utopia on the
ridge.

Witherington, Albert
Sidney, c1997

The history of the city of Memphis

West TN Historical
Soc., ©1972

The history of the Wolf River: diamond in the rough

Witherington, Albert
Sidney, c1997

The Hodges families of Shelby County, Tennessee / by
John D. Gillespie.

Gillespie, John D.,
1966
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The holy innocents: the story of a historic church and
country parish (Haysville, Wythe Depot) Arlington, Shelby
County, Tennessee

Davies-Rodgers,
Ellen, ©1965

The Holy Innocents; the story of a historic church and
country parish (Haysville, Wythe Depot) Arlington, Shelby

Davies-Rodgers,
Ellen, BX5980 .Aé64

County, Tennessee, D38 (1965)
The James J. Pleasants, Jr. papers. Cannon,
Joan. Dowdy, G.
Wayne, 2006.
The Memphis race riot and its aftermath: report by a Tade, Ewing O,

Northern missionary

Tennessee Historical
Quarterly. Nashville,
The Society, 1965. V.
24.N. 1.

The Mississippi surveys, 1836: [Memphis and Shelby
County, Tennessee].

1836

The Morning Sun Brick House

Smith, Jonathan
Kennon Thompson,
1989

The Nashoba plan for removing the evil of slavery: letters
of Frances and Camilla Wright, 1820-1829

Payne-Gaposchkin,
Cecilia Helena, 1974

The papers of Mrs. Anna E. Gilbert of Raleigh, Tennessee

Black, Charlie.

The Perre Magness Collection [index]

Peterson, Lauren,
20M

The red harlot of liberty: the rise and fall of Frances
Wright.

Pontiac, Ronnie

The Robert R. Churches of Memphis: a father and son who
achieved in spite of race

Church, Annette E,
1974

The story of Briarcrest, 1973-2013

Clayton, Joseph A,
2013

The taxing district of Shelby County : a political and

Wrenn, Lynette

administrative history of Memphis, Tennessee, 1879-1893 Boney, 1983
The taxing district of Shelby County: a political and Wrenn, Lynette
administrative history of Memphis, Tennessee, 1879-1893 Boney, 2006
The Taxing District of Shelby County: a political and Wrenn, Lynette
administrative history of Memphis, Tennessee, 1879-1893 Boney, 1983.

The Tennessee Community Cemetery and history : Shelby
County, Texas

Crawford, Betty
Yarberry, 1987

The Tennessee Valley Authority collection: donated by Paul
Coppock / processed by Will Merritt.

Merritt, Will.

The underlying causes of the Memphis race riot of 1866

Holmes, Jack David
Lazarus, Tennessee
Historical Quarterly.
Nashville, The
Society, 1958. V. 17.
N. 3.

The way it was when we rode "Mike": notes and
documents of the Southern Railway's Somerville
accommodation train.

Holden, Alfred H




Shelby County Locality Guide (26 January 2024)

The West Tennessee Historical Society papers

West Tennessee
Historical Society,
1947

The William A. Goodman historic documents collection

LaPointe, Patrica M.,
2006

The Wilson family: a history of the ancestors and
descendants of Frank L. and Lottie G. Wilson

Kibler, Sam, 1989

Thomas C. Bleckley family in Germantown, TN

Germantown, TN

Thomas C. Nelson family of Germantown, TN

Germantown, TN

Thomas Gladney McCalla journal, 1880-1896.

McCalla, Thomas
Gladney, M-87, AC.
NO. 2002-078

Till Fair Aurora Rise: African American women in
Memphis, Tennessee

Bond, Beverly G.

To retain command of the Mississippi: The Civil War naval
campaign for Memphis

McCaul, Edward B,
Jr

Tombstone inscriptions

WPA, 1940

Tombstone inscriptions in Bartlett-Ellendale Cemetery,
Shelby County, Tennessee

Smith, Jonathan
Kennon Thompson,
2001

Tombstone inscriptions in Bartlett-Ellendale Cemetery,
Shelby County, Tennessee

Smith, Jonathan
Kennon Thompson,
c2001

Tombstone inscriptions in older black cemeteries, et
cetera in the Bartlett, Tennessee

Smith, Jonathan
Kennon Thompson

Tombstone inscriptions in older Black cemeteries, et
cetera, in the Bartlett, Tennessee, area

The Tennessee
Historical Records
Survey, 1941

Transcript of the minutes of the Quarterly County Court,
1830-1943 relating to steam railroads.

Pharr, Samuel S.,
1943

Transcription of the county archives of Tennessee

Watlington, Elton A ,
1992

United Methodist Church development, Shelby Co., TN,
1820-1990

Makowski, George,
Ph.D.

University of North Alabama Department of History. New
Bethel Project Manual.

WPA, 1936-37

Why they chose to stay : the petitions of free persons of
color to remain in Shelby County, Tennessee, 1843-1853

Dougan, John, 1994.

Will books [1830-1867]

WPA, 1941

Will books [Shelby County] Jan. 1830-May 1862.

Historical records
survey, 1936-37.

Will record C-1,1830-1847

Germantown, TN

William Alexander Kerr family of Germantown, TN

Germantown, TN

William C. Harrison family of Germantown, TN

Office of the Provost
Marshal General;
Smith, Graeme
McGregor
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World War Record of Ex-Soldiers of Shelby County, State
of Tennessee, Part 1

Office of the Provost
Marshal General,;
Smith, Graeme
McGregor

World War Record of Ex-Soldiers of Shelby County, State
of Tennessee, Part 2

Office of the Provost
Marshal General,;
Smith, Graeme
McGregor

World War Record of Ex-Soldiers of Shelby County, State
of Tennessee, Part 3

Office of the Provost
Marshal General,;
Smith, Graeme
McGregor

World War Record of Ex-Soldiers of Shelby County, State
of Tennessee, Part 4

Adjutant General of
Tennessee; Office of
the Provost Marshal
General; Smith,
Graeme McGregor,
1875-1949

World War Record of Ex-Soldiers of Shelby County, State
of Tennessee, Part 5

Office of the Provost
Marshal General;
Smith, Graeme
McGregor

World War Record of Ex-Soldiers of Shelby County, State
of Tennessee, Part 6

Office of the Provost
Marshal General;
Smith, Graeme
McGregor

World War Record of Ex-Soldiers of Shelby County, State
of Tennessee, Part 7

Office of the Provost
Marshal General,;
Smith, Graeme
McGregor

World War Record of Ex-Soldiers of Shelby County, State
of Tennessee, Part 8

Office of the Provost
Marshal General,;
Smith, Graeme
McGregor

World War Record of Ex-Soldiers of Shelby County, State
of Tennessee, Part 9

Office of the Provost
Marshal General;
Smith, Graeme
McGregor

World War Record of Ex-Soldiers of Shelby County, State
of Tennessee, Part 10

Office of the Provost
Marshal General,;
Smith, Graeme
McGregor

Zion Cemetery burial register, Memphis, Tennessee, 1896-
1974

Thomas, Betty Jean,
2002




